PUBLIC vill 


WWM MEN OT 
3 9999 06422 296 9 
: [Document 10 — 1968] Ml 


aay { BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
| =~ GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS DEPARTMENT 
| = 78 PER CNUIEA 


APR 10 1989 


2 
(2 ANNUAL REPORT 
bs 


OF THE 


HLECTION DEPARTMENT 


HOR WEE MBAR 11967 


Boston, January 31, 1968. 


Hon. Kevin H. Warrs, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
Sir, — Ia compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 

In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, 
registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 5 P.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted; from January 3 to 
September 6, inclusive; from September 27 to October 
18, inclusive; and from November 8, to December 
29, inclusive. 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 10 P.M., Saturdays 
included as noted, August 26, 29, 30, 31, September 5 
and 6 for the Preliminary City Election; and on Octo- 
ber 3, 4,°5,/6, 7, 10, 11) 16, 17. and 18 for the City 
Election. 
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At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 
6 P.M. to 10 P.M., except on Saturdays when the hours 
were from 9 A.M. to 10 P.M. on August 26, 29, 30, 31, 
September 5, 6, for the Preliminary City Election. Reg- 
istration sessions were also held on October 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
9, 10, 11, 16, 17, and 18, for the City Election. 


Physically Disabled: In accordance with the pro- 
visions of chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, persons quali- 
fied to vote, but who are unable to appear at a registra- 
tion office because of a physical disability were examined 
in their homes or other places of confinement upon re- 
ceipt cf an application for such registration. Applica- 
tions were received from 105 such persons. Of that 
number 52 were found to be qualified and were duly 
registered. It was found that 17 of the applicants were 
previously registered and on the voting lists. Persons 
so registered or on the voting lists were furnished with 
applications for absentee ballots for the City Election. 
There were 36 applications received that were not acted 
on as the persons were not qualified or refused to register 
or because the application was received too late to be 
acted upon. 


Supplementary Registration of Federal Service Per- 
sonnel: Under provisiors of chapter 51, sections 50 and 
51 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 283 of 
Acts of 1966, extended the time for such registration to 
on or before 4 p.m. of the day preceding a preliminary or 
an election. There were 26 such registrations ia Boston. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the State Election November 8, 1966, the number 
of voters on the list was 294,900. The number of voters 
on the first list published by the Board was 267,878. 
From that time to the close of registration for the City 
Election there were added the names of 18,920 persons. 
Included in this latter figure are the names of 4,133 
persons who were restored to the voting list without 
registration, under the provisions of chapter 244 of the 
Acts of 1947. The number of voters on the final list 
sent to the polls on the day of the City Election, held 
on November 7, 1967, was 286,798, a decrease of 8,102 
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from the number of persons on the list at the preceding 
State Election. The number of voters on the final 
list, December 29, 1967, was 286,812. 


NOMINATION Paprers, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT 
PETITIONS 


A total of 145 persons declared their intentions for 
nominations to city offices; 25 for Mayor, 86 for City 
Councillor, and 34 for School Committeeman. Forty- 
four of these did not file nomination papers. ‘The re- 
maining 101 candidates submitted 7,119 nomination 
papers on which 181,486 names were certified; 12 can- 
didates were certified for the office of Mayor (1 with- 
drew after certification and 1 was disqualified by the 
City Ballot Law Commission), 45 candidates were certi- 
fied for the office of City Councillor and 20 candidates 
were certified for the office of School Committeeman; 
28 papers petitioning for the recount of the votes cast 
for the office of City Councillor and for School Com- 
mitteeman were filed after the City Preliminary on which 
704 names were certified; 1 initiative petition for Repeal 
of the Elimination of Racial Imbalance in Public Schools, 
consisting of 1 paper on which 10 names were certified; 
1 initiative petition for Limiting the Purposes of Pre- 
Primary Conventions, consisting of 127 papers on 
which 3,032 names were certified; 1 initiative petition 
providing for the Reduction of the House of Represent- 
atives, consisting of 281 papers on which 4,017 names 
were certified; 1 initiative petition relative to the holding 
of a Constitutional Convention in 1971, consisting of 172 
papers on which 2,500 names were certified; 1 initiative 
petition for Repeal of Law requiring Photo of Licensee 
and Extension of Period for Automobile Licenses, con- 
sisting of 2 papers on which 10 names were certified; 
making a total of 7,730 papers filed, on which 191,759 
names were certified. 


RECOUNTS 
Recounts of votes cast in the City Preliminary were 
held in various wards on October 3, 4, and 5. Recounts 
of the votes cast for City Councillor were held in Wards 
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1, 18, 19, 21, and 22. Recounts of the votes cast for 
School Committeeman were held in Wards 1 and 21. In 
addition to the above wards, recount petitions were 
filed for City Councillor in Wards 7, 11, 16, 17, and 20, 
as well as for School Committeeman in Wards 3 and 22, 
but contained an insufficient number of valid signatures. 
There were no recounts following the City Election. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LisT 
The names of 4,803 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city, 
and other causes. 


JURORS 
The jury list prepared by the Board in 1967 contained 
the names of 9,812 residents of Boston. During the 
time covered by this report 6,418 were drawn for jury 
service. 


ABSENTEE VOTING 
Set forth below are the statistics relating to absentee 
voting in the City Election: 


Applications received: | 
Civilian (ballots to be mailed) . REP GMs 


Civilian (ballots in hand) . SG 
Physically disabled : 1 O96: 
Federal Service Personnel (Re egis stered) . : : 78 
Federal Service Personnel (8.A.V.) . : 40 
Total , : : : : . 1,806. 
Applications rejected: 
Civilian (ballots to be mailed) . UE 
Crvilian (ballots in hand—did not ea. il for) 3 
Physically disabled ; 64 
Federal Service Personnel (Registered) ; : f 2, 
Tederal Service Personnel (S.A.V.). 0 
Total y ‘ : : 92 
Ballots mailed to, or in hand: 
Civilian (ballots mailed) : Q : , So) 
Civilian (ballots in hand) . ‘ ; Beh le 7A 
Physically disabled Be) ay 
Federal Service Personnel (Registered) 76 
Federal Service Personnel (S.A.V.) . : : : 40 


Total LAT eS em eT TELE ILE U SM iiss t (il ues 
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Ballots returned from, or in hand: 


Civilian (returned by mail) PA agdin esta amet algis Tar Re TED 
Civilian (returned in hand) : ! oem 77), 
Physically disabled er ED RAS OZ 
Federal Service Personnel (Registered) : ; : 55 
TFederal Service Personnel (S.A.V.) . ; ; : 30 
A eats H Mlaipael a ull nl telat lll nail el csi de, jy eX 
Ballots rejected by examiners prior to sending to the 
polls: 
All classes (Registered Voters)" .° 90> 2 7 .Sti 90 
Federal Service Personnel (S.A.V.)_ . : ; 2 
Total é A : : ; 92 
Ballots sent to the polling places: 
All classes (Registered Voters) . ; : ; E319 
Tederal Service Personnel (S:A.V.) . s ; 28 
Total ; : , : ; , 1,347 
Ballots returned unclaimed: 
Civilian . 2 
Physically disabled Oh ieee 8 
Federal Service Personnel (Registered) ; 1 : 0 
Federal Service Personnel (S.A.V.) Sees: 1 
Total 3 : ' k : : 1h 
Ballots returned too late to be cast: 
Civilian . ‘ : 31 
Physically disabled ; states 18 
Federal Service Personnel (Registered) y : 3 
Federal Service Personnel (8.A.V.) ee 0 


Totals. : ; : ; : . f ’ 52 


Of the 1,439 absent voter envelopes returned and 
examined, 92 were rejected for various reasons by the 
examiners, and none of the ballot envelopes, so rejected, 
were opened to reveal the contents therein. The 
remaining 1,347 ballot envelopes were subsequently 
delivered to the proper polling places prior to 9 P.M., 
to be cast on the day of the election as required by law. 


Mopr.u Ciry NEIGHBORHOOD CONFERENCE 


The Board of Election Commissioners was requested 
to assist the Model City Conference in their election of 
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board members. The Election Department supplied 
the conference with police listings of the wards involved 
and also instructed members on election procedures, 
nomination papers, operation of the voting machines, 
ete. City of Boston voting machines were used at the 
polling places for the elections which were held on 
August 1, 1967. 


New Leaistation—Acts oF 1967 

Chapter 103: Requires male and female voting lists 
to be consolidated. 

Chapter 104: Authorizes the division of certain 
ballots into convenient packages. 

Chapter 105: Provides for the filing of lists of officers, 
members and associate members of Ward Committees 
with the chairman of the City Committees of the 
political party which said Ward Committees represent. 

Chapter 106: Further regulates the casting of absent 
voting ballots. 

Chapter 115: Relative to the disposition of absent 
voting ballot applications of qualified voters and the 
envelope containing such applications. 

Chapter 134: Requires voting addresses on absent 
voting ballot envelopes. 

Chapter 191: Reduces the time that Primary Voting 
lists shall be preserved. 

Chapter 233: Relative to sessions for registration of 
voters in towns and the final day for establishing, 
changing or canceling enrollment in a political party. 

Chapter 239: Making a corrective change in law 
relative to Registrars of Voters in Towns. 

Chapter 247: Prohibiting the closing of polls prior to 
eight o’clock in the evening at State Elections. 

Chapter 264: Eliminating the consent of Presidential 
Candidates prior to the preliminary formation of 
political committees in their behalf. 

Chapter 281: Repeals the law requiring the filing of 
interim reports of candidates and committees. 

Chapter 321: Relative to the rights of a candidate 
at a recount. 

Chapter 378: Provides that applications for Federal 
Service Personnel absentee voting ballots may be made 
not later than noon on the day before election. 
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Chapter 410: Further regulates the use of voting 
machines in cities and towns, and authorizes cities and 
towns to lease such machines with an option to purchase 
the same. 

Chapter 472: An Act establishing Congressional Dis- 
tricts. 

Chapter 496: Relative to the filing of objections to 
nomination papers of candidates to be voted for at 
primaries. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Election Commissioner Gertrude A. Pfau _ retired, 
effective April 25, 1967. Joseph \V. Fitzgerald was 
appointed to succeed her for the term of four years 
ending April 1, 1971, and assumed the duties of his 
office on April 26, 1967. 

Mr. Maurice L. Smith resigned as a member of the 
Commission, effective August 15, 1967. Mr. Alfred S. 
Brothers was appointed to succeed him for the term 
ending April 1, 1969, and assumed the duties of his 
ofice on August 17, 1967. Commissioner Alfred S. 
Brothers was elected Secretary to succeed Maurice L. 
Smith, resigned. 

Under date of December 31, 1967, Commissioner Max 
Feld resigned as a member of the Commission. Mr. 
Richard J. Underwood was appointed to succeed him 
for the term ending April 1, 1968, and assumed the 
duties of his office on January 2, 1968. 


Commissioner Greene resigned as Chairman of the 
Board on January 2, 1968, and Richard J. Underwood 
was designated by the Mayor to be Chairman for the 
term ending April 1, 1968. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
ending December 31, 1967, amounted to $564,622.22. 


RicHAarD J. UNDERWOOD, 
GEORGE H. GREENE, 
JOSEPH \V. FITZGERALD, 
ALFRED 8. BROTHERS, 
board of Election Commissioners. 
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LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, REGIS- 
TERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS, NUMBER 
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WHO VOTED IN EACH VOTING PRECINCT, TO- 
GETHER WITH THE NUMBER OF VOTES CAST 
FOR EACH CANDIDATE AT THE 


PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION . September 26, 1967 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
As Returned by the Secretary of State, 1965 

Ward I 39,792 
SAMIR seen pe 16,381 
Sire : 20,761 
Wiley 20,055 
SED : : 22,715 
eo Se te : : 21,658 
Sa : Sates : 25,030 
ede i eo aS CHM nein aC 5 17,239 
Pe a! 9 nf : : : 15,141 
pelea Saute 23,297 
i : : 22,178 
Sie 1? : : 21,654 
«13 - 28,852 
pe ARS Ye 6 46,751 
Sek 22,714 
“ 16 ies 29,232 
bani : 30,108 
SRS 57,048 
GAD : 29,267 
“ 20 45,065 
P41 31,678 
OP 29,210 
Total . 616,326 
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